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Subject: Rural Structure Fire 

 

On Saturday, February 16, 2019, at 06:15 hrs, The Olds Fire Department was dispatched to a 
reported rural structure fire North of Olds on Range Road 1.4.   

Upon arrival, crews discovered a large detached garage / workshop structure fully involved and 
flames threatening the adjacent residence.   

A defensive attack was initiated to focus on preventing fire spread to an adjacent home.  With 
water tanker support from Bowden, Innisfail and Didsbury Fire Departments, a total of 29 
firefighters fought the blaze in sub zero temperatures for four (4) hours.  Over 20,000 gallons of 
water was used to control the blaze and protect the residence from direct exposure to flames.        

The garage structure and its contents were lost in the fire, but the home was protected.   A 
nearby vehicle was heavily damaged by heat and the service interruption to the farm resulted in 
a quantity of fluid milk having to be discarded.        

Fortis and Foothills Gas were dispatched to ensure essential services could continue with the 
residence and dairy operation quickly.  

There were no injuries as a result of this fire.  Firefighters were exposed to frigid temperatures 
and high winds during the event and were being monitored closely by EMS on site for signs of 
hypothermia and exposure. 

The extreme cold put heavy stress on the firefighters and their equipment, but operations were 
not affected as a result.  Firefighters spent several hours after the fire servicing and verifying 
that equipment was functional and some minor damage was found due to ice expansion.  

The cause of the fire is currently under investigation but is not suspicious in nature.  Damage is 
expected to exceed $170,000 Dollars.   

 

For more information please contact: 

Justin Andrew 
Fire Chief 
Town of Olds 
 

 

 


