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What are AI Data Centres and Why 
AI Data Centres Are Interested in Alberta
What Are They?
Every time you refresh a social media feed, ask a chatbot for a recipe, or see a
‘recommended for you’ product while shopping online, you are pinging an AI data centre.
Unlike traditional server farms that simply store your emails or photos, these facilities can
carry out these traditional uses while also being specialized industrial hubs packed with
high-performance processors designed to think and "learn." 

The growth of AI Data Centres is skyrocketing because our digital lifestyle has shifted from
passive browsing to active, real-time intelligence. Whether it's an algorithm filtering your
spam, a retail site predicting your next purchase, asking Google or ChatGPT a question, or a
map app calculating the fastest route home, these everyday conveniences require
immense compute power. As millions of people simultaneously demand these instant,
sophisticated responses, the physical infrastructure supporting the internet must expand. 

Why Do They Want To Come Here?
Governments and industry view modern data centres as critical economic and strategic
assets. In Canada, both the Federal Government and Government of Alberta are pushing
hard to attract this investment. 

Federal Government 
The Government of Canada announced several billion dollars for AI data centre attraction
and support, as it aligns with priorities around diversifying international relationships,
increasing economic growth, and achieving data sovereignty (storing sensitive and
strategic data under in Canada rather than in other countries). 

Sovereign AI Compute Strategy: A $2 billion investment aimed at building domestic
compute capacity through three main programs:

AI Compute Challenge: $700 million in federal investment to attract and expand AI
data centre capacity in Canada.
SCIP Infrastructure Program: $705 million to build a new Canadian AI
supercomputing system that will support researchers, industry, and government
with high-performance compute capacity.
AI Compute Access Fund: $300 million allocated, this fund helps small and
medium-sized Canadian firms access advanced AI compute resources.

INVEST OLDS
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What are AI Data Centres and Why 
AI Data Centres Are Interested in Alberta
Government of Alberta
Alberta’s AI Data Centres Strategy aims to attract $100 billion in private investment over
five years by focusing on energy reliability, regulatory speed, and cost advantages.
Alberta’s cold climate, abundance of natural gas, and strong fibre backbone are existing
competitive advantages; new provincial initiatives include:

Bring Your Own Power Policy (Bill 8): The Utilities Statutes Amendment Act, 2025
(formerly Bill 8) encourages data centres to self-supply their own electricity.
Developers who generate their own power can receive fast-tracked approvals.
Hardware Levy and Tax Credits: Under the Financial Statutes Amendment Act, 2025
(Bill 12), the province is implementing a 2% computer hardware levy starting December
31, 2026. This levy is fully creditable against Alberta corporate income tax, essentially
rewarding companies that remain profitable in the province.
Reduced Levy for Self-Supply: To encourage grid stability, the hardware levy is
reduced to 1% for data centres that provide their own power supply and is 0% for
projects that are entirely off grid.
Regulatory Modernization: The province is conducting a review to shorten regulatory
timelines and has established an AI Data Centre Concierge Program to provide a direct
gateway for large investors.

Why Olds?
For the Town of Olds, we know we have competitive advantages, including available
industrial-zoned lands, fibre connectivity, and nearby natural gas sources. The Town’s
alignment with these federal and provincial priorities is about preparation, not
unconditional endorsement. Data centres represent a potential opportunity for economic
growth, assessment diversification, and participation in Canada’s expanding digital and AI
economy. Council’s focus remains on ensuring that any such development can be done
responsibly, with careful consideration of infrastructure capacity, environmental impacts,
and community well-being. Check out the Town’s Data Centre Page for the latest
information and the latest version of this document. 
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Proposed Data Centre Projects

The Town of Olds is trying to attract Data Centres to support our local
economy and align with Provincial Priorities. Any data centre
development must be done responsibly and there are various levels of
responsibilities and approvals.
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Data District has not submitted any documentation or
applications, so information is limited.

The Synapse Development Permit application was
withdrawn on March 10 . There is no active development
permit application currently.

th

Two private data centre projects are proposed in Olds
Data District Inc
Synapse Data Centre Inc.

IMPORTANT!

While both projects will be similar they are not the same. Most of the information we have
is regarding the Synapse project and so most of our information will focus on that.

More information can be found at www.olds.ca/datacentres 

Data Centre FAQ on olds.ca to share public information.
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Synapse Data Centre Inc.
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Synapse Data Centre Inc.
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Proposed Site Map
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https://www.olds.ca/business-development/planning-building-and-development/data-centre-development/#WhatistheAUCProcess?


















http://www.olds.ca/engagement













