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NEWS RELEASE

Here are the local news stories making headlines June 12- June 25, 2025:

The Olds Municipal Library is a good deal, saving about $3.5 million for the community,
returning about 56.10 for every dollar invested, library manager Lesley Moody says.

Council:

A chance for Olds residents to say what town's priorities should be

Residents are urged to provide feedback on what they believe priorities should be for things like service
levels, funding priorities and infrastructure planning, via the municipality’s annual budget engagement
survey, now live on the town’s website.

Residents can complete the survey online by visiting http://www.olds.ca/engagement. The survey takes
about 10 minutes to complete and will remain open until July 17.

Olds approves $43,100 worth of Mountain View Power spring grants

Requests for grants totaling $123,610.75 were received from 10 groups in the community; four were
deemed ineligible.


https://www.thealbertan.com/2025-municipal-election/a-chance-for-olds-residents-to-say-what-towns-priorities-should-be-10817791
http://www.olds.ca/engagement?utm_source=the%20albertan&utm_campaign=the%20albertan%3A%20outbound&utm_medium=referral
https://www.thealbertan.com/olds-news/olds-approves-43100-worth-of-mountain-view-power-spring-grants-10731682
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Town of Olds looking to replace water meters town-wide after ‘substantial’ water loss due to
aging infrastructure

The Town of Olds is looking to replace water meters town-wide over the next few years in an effort to
reduce leaks in homes and improve the accuracy of meter readings.

Community News:

Province underfunding firefighting, EMS services: Olds CAO

The provincial government wants municipalities like Olds to help battle wildfires but has cut back on the
funding for that, putting the town in a real bind, CAO Brent Williams told council.

Big Wynn and We Are The Champions: Oldstoberfest 2025 artist announcement

Gillian Grant with C5 Rodeo made the announcement on Thursday, June 19th of who will be performing
the country concert on Saturday, September 13th at Oldstoberfest. She says “very exciting, all the way
from Texas, we have Wynn Williams with his Canadian debut here at Oldstoberfest. He is a former rodeo
star and he has got that Zach Top, Garth Brooks, George Strait vibe. He is a gentleman and we are so
excited to have him for his first appearance up here in Canada.”

Olds Grizzlys home opener set for Sept. 20

The Olds Grizzlys will play five exhibition games beginning on Aug. 30, against the defending league and
national champion Calgary Canucks at Ken Bracko Arena at 5 p.m.. The next day, the two teams will face
off in a rematch at 5 p.m. at the Olds Sportsplex.

Staged train derailment exercise in Mountain View County all about teamwork

A recent emergency management functional exercise involving a simulated train derailment and the use
of an evacuation centre was a success, say officials.

The exercise involved the Mountain View Regional Emergency Management Agency, which includes the
Town of Olds, Didsbury, Carstairs, Sundre, the Village of Cremona and Mountain View County, as well as
RCMP and local fire department members

Olds RCMP:


https://www.mymountainviewnow.com/27524/news/municipal-news/town-of-olds/town-of-olds-looking-to-replace-water-meters-town-wide-after-substantial-water-loss-due-to-aging-infrastructure/
https://www.mymountainviewnow.com/27524/news/municipal-news/town-of-olds/town-of-olds-looking-to-replace-water-meters-town-wide-after-substantial-water-loss-due-to-aging-infrastructure/
https://www.thealbertan.com/olds-news/province-underfunding-firefighting-ems-services-olds-cao-10797095
https://www.mymountainviewnow.com/26998/news/sports/rodeo/big-wynn-and-we-are-the-champions-oldstoberfest-2025-artist-announcement/
https://rdnewsnow.com/2025/06/25/olds-grizzlys-home-opener-set-for-sept-20/
https://www.thealbertan.com/mountain-view-county-news/staged-train-derailment-exercise-in-mountain-view-county-all-about-teamwork-10797584
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Expect summertime crackdown on impaired drivers: Olds RCMP

Cpl. Leif Svendsen told town council that under a law passed in 2018, police can conduct mandatory
screening for impairment.

Public asked to use new hotline for non-emergency police reporting

“Whether you need to report a suspicious person, property damage, or a minor theft, this number
connects you directly to the appropriate RCMP detachment — no area code required,” reads part of the
statement.

Man sentenced to three years in major drug and weapons seizure in Olds

Eric Donald Becker, 36, was sentenced in Calgary Court of Justice on June 23, 2025, after being convicted
on charges of possession for the purpose of trafficking, and possession of a prohibited/restricted
firearm.

Olds RCMP seize $60,000 in illegal cigarettes

Information was received that the vehicle was traveling over 150 km/hr and almost side swiped another
vehicle, passed unsafely and veered into other lanes of travel.

Olds RCMP located the vehicle and initiated a traffic stop on Highway 2. Officers observed illegal
cigarettes in plain view during the traffic stop.

Olds College & Chinooks Edge:

Momentum grows to do it again: First-ever Americas Ag Forum wraps up at Olds College

Le Vallee says all of their partners, industry, government, partners outside of Canada, and others all
responded positively that the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture should run this
forum on an annual basis.

Olds College announces Dalin Bullock as Vice President, Academic after nine months as the
interim

Bullock is known around campus for his commitment to students and new, industry-standard education.
Bullock says throughout the past nine months, he has gained a thorough understanding of the
significance of the role, and the importance of strong leadership in the academic division, especially as
Olds College rolls out its three-year strategic plan.

Al technology that could transform human, animal health tested at Olds College



https://www.thealbertan.com/olds-news/expect-summertime-crackdown-on-impaired-drivers-olds-rcmp-10789467
https://www.thealbertan.com/sundre-news/public-asked-to-use-new-hotline-for-non-emergency-police-reporting-10806808
https://rdnewsnow.com/2025/06/24/man-sentenced-to-three-years-in-major-drug-and-weapons-seizure-in-olds/
https://www.myvegrevillenow.com/13876/featured/olds-rcmp-seize-60000-in-illegal-cigarettes/
https://www.mymountainviewnow.com/26931/featured/momentum-grows-to-do-it-again-first-ever-americas-ag-forum-wraps-up-at-olds-college/
https://www.mymountainviewnow.com/27564/news/education/olds-college-announces-dalin-bullock-as-vice-president-academic-after-nine-months-as-the-interim/
https://www.mymountainviewnow.com/27564/news/education/olds-college-announces-dalin-bullock-as-vice-president-academic-after-nine-months-as-the-interim/
https://www.cochraneeagle.ca/beyond-local/ai-technology-that-could-transform-human-animal-health-tested-at-alberta-college-10850201
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Researchers at an Alberta college are testing new artificial intelligence (Al) technology that listens to
“symphonies” of organs in sheep that could protect the health of livestock and people.

Regional, Provincial & Federal:

Alberta government to start charging residents for COVID-19 shots this fall

Citing $135 million in wasted COVID-19 vaccine doses, Alberta is shifting the cost burden to residents.
The province says those who are not immunocompromised or on social programs will soon have to pay
for the shots.


https://www.thealbertan.com/beyond-local/alberta-government-to-start-charging-residents-for-covid-19-shots-this-fall-10810164
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