
Sample Garden Layouts to Reduce Water Usage 
 
Traditional landscape design creates a constant battle against drought conditions, weed infestation, insect damage, 
drainage problems, trodden down lawns, and damage due to salt and oily runoff from sidewalks. By taking advantage of 
plants which thrive under the various conditions which exist around your property, you can create a landscape that is 
dynamic, beautiful and easy to maintain. Plant drought-resistant plants and grasses which require little or no watering 
during hot, dry periods. Many commonly available plants (especially established perennials) require no more water than 
that supplied by Mother Nature. Plant trees and shrubs - a shaded landscape is cooler and therefore, retains more water. 
Trees and shrubs also provide natural wind breaks, reducing plant water loss from the drying effects of Alberta winds. 
(diagrams courtesy of CMHC’s Household Guide to Water Efficiency) 
 







 


